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CHILDREN SUFFERING SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES 

1. Dr K.D. HAMES to the Minister for Community Development: 
I bring to the minister’s attention new government figures obtained by the opposition that show that since 2001 
in Western Australia there has been a 46 per cent increase in the number of cases of sexually transmitted diseases 
reported in children aged 14 years and under.  These figures reveal an increase in the number of cases of 
chlamydia from 50 to 147 and an increase in the number of cases of gonorrhoea from 44 to 79. 

(1) Is the minister aware that in total more than 700 cases of children, including infants, with sexually 
transmitted diseases have been reported under the Labor government’s watch? 

(2) Why has the government failed to act in a decisive manner to protect these children? 

(3) Given that these numbers relate only to children who have contracted sexually transmitted diseases and 
not to all cases of sexual abuse, does the minister concede that this is the tip of the iceberg, and will the 
minister now support the introduction of urgent legislation to enact the mandatory reporting of abuse of 
children? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
(1)-(3) I thank the member for the question.  All sexual abuse is abhorrent.  I am sure all members on both 

sides of the chamber acknowledge that when such figures are reported and when we hear of young 
children presenting with sexually transmitted diseases, it is abhorrent.  I highlight to the member for 
Dawesville that this government, through very important legislative change, has righted the wrong that 
it was left with when the former government was in power. 

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I remind members that we now have in place rigid processes, including the recent 
Children and Community Services Act 2004, which outlines a range of important platforms and procedures.  It 
took 60 years for the Child Welfare Act to be reviewed.  It was this government, under the previous Minister for 
Community Development, which saw that put in place.  We have made sure that we have also put in place 
processes, including legislation, to ensure that the needs of at-risk children are responded to. 
Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I highlight also that a mandatory process is in place regarding the reporting of these 
matters.  It is the responsibility of the health services and the police to ensure that when cases of sexually 
transmitted diseases are identified, they are reported. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  With regard to the question on mandatory reporting, I highlight to the member for 
Dawesville that a number of states of Australia have a system of mandatory reporting. 
Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  A similar process is used in other parts of the world. 

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  Many other countries do not agree with mandatory reporting.  The literature and 
research I have seen since I became the Minister for Community Development overwhelmingly highlights that, 
politically, mandatory reporting sounds good on paper. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I can cite for members a range of research and a number of professionals who will 
tell members opposite that mandatory reporting does not decrease the prevalence of that type of behaviour. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  What are you going to do about it? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I will continue to make sure that the Department for Community Development 
rigidly ensures that it talks to communities and that if this behaviour is occurring, it is reported. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  As has been seen in some communities of Western Australia, in particular 
Aboriginal communities, one of the problems is the cultural issues that those people face, which indicates that 
they do not report such cases. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
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Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  This is a primary focus of the department and I will make sure that this issue is 
treated in the serious manner in which it should be treated. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the members for Cottesloe and Vasse to order. 
 


